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New Drilling Permits Could Add Hundreds
of Thousands American Jobs

A released economic analysis of natural gas and oil development in the Gulf of Mexico indicates the United States could add $45 billion to the American economy and 430,000 direct, indirect, and induced jobs in the next two years. 

“Our industry knows we can do it. The ball is in the federal officials’ court to stimulate the American economy by returning to historic permitting rates. If the federal government makes the right decisions, we can add tens of billions of dollars to our nation’s gross domestic product and add 190,000 new direct jobs over the next two years. Those are real, American jobs, that will positively impact many more states than those touching the Gulf,” said R. Skip Horvath, president and CEO of the Natural Gas Supply Association, whose member companies produce approximately 30 percent of America’s natural gas. 

The study found that 95 percent of the money invested in natural gas and oil development in the Gulf of Mexico is spent in the United States. 

With 9.2 percent unemployment, it’s time to put Americans back to work.
The analysis was commissioned by the National Ocean Industries Association and the American Petroleum Institute. It was conducted by Quest Offshore, a global firm that specializes in analyzing trends key to deepwater natural gas and oil
DOE Proposes to Redefine Direct Heating Equipment

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has published a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NOPR) to amend the definition of vented hearth heater that was specified in the April 16, 2010, final rule on revised minimum efficiency requirements for Direct Heating Equipment. 

DOE is proposing to revise the definition of vented hearth heater to replace the exception for heaters with inputs of 9,000 Btuh or less with better defined criteria so as to exclude decorative gas appliances from the minimum annual fuel utilization efficiency (AFUE) requirements of the April 16, 2010, final rule. The proposed revised definition exempts vented hearth heaters that are certified to either ANSI Standard Z21.60 or ANSI Standard Z21.50, which are sold without a thermostat and marked “Decorative Product: Not For Use As A Heating Appliance.” The proposed definition also adds a standing pilot ban for decorative gas appliances, effective on July 1, 2014. A public meeting to discuss this NOPR will be held on Thursday, Sept. 1, 2011, at the DOE offices in Washington, D.C. Written comments on the NOPR must be submitted by Sept. 20, 2011. 

The Air-Conditioning, Heating, and Refrigeration Institute (AHRI) noted that, although this proposal would exempt decorative gas appliances from minimum AFUE requirements, it does not address the larger issue presented in AHRI’s previous comments, namely that the minimum efficiency standards established for direct heating equipment by the National Appliance Energy Conservation Act (NAECA) do not apply to decorative gas appliances, i.e., decorative gas appliances are not NAECA-covered products. 



Energy Efficient tax credits have been extended for 2011

On December 17, 2010, President Obama signed the Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of 2010. This law extends the tax credits for energy efficiency into 2011, BUT at lower levels. The levels revert back to those in effect in 2006 and 2007, which were 10% of the cost of the improvement, up to $500, with a $200 max for windows, and several other set maximums. 

Highlights:

$500 lifetime limit. If you got over $500 in these tax credits from 2006 - 2010, you are not eligible for anything more. 
· 10% up to $500 for insulation, roofs, and doors. 

Windows capped at $200, but qualification now ENERGY STAR 

Furnace and boilers capped at $150, and all furnaces and boilers must meet 95 AFUE

$50 for advanced main air circulating fan

$300 for air conditioners, air source heat pumps, water heaters, and biomass stoves 

Public Awareness On Pipeline Safety
Pipelines in Iowa may include large-diameter lines carrying energy products to population centers, as well as small-diameter lines that may deliver natural gas to businesses and households in your neighborhood. The energy products carried in pipelines fuel our lives and our livelihoods. They heat our homes and schools, power our industrial base and enable our daily commutes. 

Pipelines are by far the safest method for transporting energy products. However, when pipeline incidents occur they can present significant risks to the public and the environment. That's why we encourage everyone to learn about pipelines and the products they carry, as well as a few simple steps you can take to help ensure pipeline safety in your community.

Call Before You Dig! 
Remember, before you dig or excavate, you are required by law to contact your local One-Call center and request to have underground facilities located. The call is free and there is no cost to you for the service. To contact your One-Call center dial 811, 

Who operates pipelines in your area? 
OPS and the National Pipeline Mapping System enable you to find out simply by entering your ZIP Code into a search field.

Who regulates pipelines in Iowa?
OPS and the state of Iowa share regulatory responsibilities through a cooperative agreement.

OPS regulates and enforces interstate gas pipeline safety requirements in Iowa. Through certification by OPS, the state of Iowa regulates, inspects, and enforces intrastate gas pipeline safety requirements. By signed agreement with OPS, Iowa also inspects interstate gas pipeline safety requirements. This work is performed by the Safety and Engineering Section of the Iowa Utilities Board.
Facts about Natural Gas Vehicles

	U.S. Department of Energy 
Alternative Fuel Comparison
Jan-March 2011

	
	Nationwide Average
Price for Fuel
	Nationwide average 
Price for Fuel
4th Quarter 2010

	Gasoline (regular)
	$3.69
	$3.08

	Diesel
	$4.04
	$3.45

	CNG
	$2.06
	$1.93

	


· There are about 112,000 NGVs on U.S. roads today and more than 13 million worldwide. 

· There are about 1,000 NGV fueling stations in the U.S. – and about half of them are open to the public. 

· In the United States, about 30 different manufacturers produce 100 models of light, medium and heavy-duty vehicles and engines. 

· Natural gas costs, on average, one-third less than conventional gasoline at the pump. The U.S. Energy Information Agency reports that natural gas, on average, costs 42 percent less than diesel fuel on an energy equivalent basis and is expected to cost 50 percent less by 2035. 

· In 2010, about 44 billion cubic feet (bcf) of natural gas was used for vehicle fuel. 

Worldwide NGV Statistics 

The Gas Vehicle Report in May 2011 reported that 13.2 million natural gas vehicles are in use worldwide. The United States ranks 14th in the world, with less than 1%. According to the Gas Vehicle Report, these are the top ten countries: 

Country’s share of the world’s total NGVs
	Country
	Number of Vehicles
	% of Total NGVs Worldwide

	Pakistan
	2,850,500
	21.56%

	Iran
	2,070,930
	15.67%

	Argentina
	1,927,007
	14.58%

	Brazil
	1,667,038
	12.61%

	India
	1,100,000
	8.32%

	China
	754,659
	5.71%

	Columbia
	340,000
	2.57%

	Thailand
	238,583
	1.80%

	Ukraine
	200,019
	1.51%

	Bangladesh
	200,000
	1.51%


Use of natural gas as a transportation fuel is growing

· Industry data shows that vehicular natural gas nearly doubled between 2003 and 2009. In 2010, natural gas displaced more than 350 million gasoline gallon equivalents each year. 

· Transit buses now account for about 62% of all vehicular natural gas use. 

· According to the American Public Transit Association, 26 percent of all new transit bus orders in 2009 were for natural gas. According to the association, in 2009 about 18 percent of transit buses run on natural gas. 

· Waste collection and transfer vehicles, which account for about 12 percent of total vehicular natural gas use, are the fastest growing NGV segment 

· More than 35 airports in the U.S. have natural gas vehicles in their own fleets and/or have policies encouraging use by private fleets operating on premises, making this sector the third largest with about 9 percent of total vehicular natural gas use. 

· The successful clean port transportation initiative in Southern California is spurring adoption of similar policies in other ports on both coasts. 

· The International Association of Natural Gas Vehicles estimates that there will be more than 50 million natural gas vehicles worldwide within the next 10 years, or about 9 percent of the world transportation fleets. 

2011 MCA Conference
MIDWEST COGENERATION ASSOCIATION
Implementing Winning Cogeneration/CHP Projects
Tuesday, October 11th, 2011 Elgin Community College 1700 Spartan Drive, Elgin, Illinois 60123

Register Today @ www.cogeneration.org
Attendees will learn from industry experts about:

 cogeneration/CHP, industrial waste heat recovery, biogas/biomass, and district energy technologies
 developing, financing, permitting, and operating strategies in today’s clean energy market economy
 current and potential legislative and regulatory activities impacting the clean energy industry

 and much more!
For more information, including agenda, speakers, registration, sponsorship opportunities, and vendor displays visit the MCA website at www.cogeneration.org.
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