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2011 LEGISLATURE CHANGES
The 2011 session of the Iowa Legislature has brought many significant changes to the plumbing and mechanical licensing requirements. The following provides a summary of the key changes affecting licensees and the impact it has on you:

1. Changes in the definitions of the HVAC, hydronic, and refrigeration trades. Please check below to review the changes in these definitions. This change in definitions may result in a reduction in the number of licenses you need to purchase or renew if you work in these trades. 

2. Exempts a journey or master HVAC or refrigeration license from having to obtain a special electricians license pursuant to Iowa Code Chapter 103. 

3. Exempts a person performing volunteer work on an owner’s principal residence from having to obtain a plumbing, HVAC, refrigeration, or hydronic license. 

4. The term of a license changes from two years to three years. This change will impact licenses issued starting January 1, 2011. Licenses issued on or before 12/31/2010 will remain at a two year license, when those licenses are renewed the license will be issued at a 3-year term. If you renewed or purchased a license on or after January 1, 2011 you will be re-issued a new license to reflect the three year term. 

5. For the calendar years 2011 and 2012 the fee for an initial active journey license has been reduced to $50 and the fee for an initial active master license has been reduced to $125. If you have purchased an initial license since the beginning of 2011, you will be issued a refund to reflect this change. Refunds will be issued in the order that licenses were purchased. It is expected that this refund process will take several months, please be patient in receiving your refund. 

6. Also for the calendar years 2011 and 2012 any license that is being renewed during this time will be renewed for free. Anyone who has already renewed their license(s) in 2011 will be issued a refund of the license renewal fee. However, please keep in mind that CEU requirements must still be met at the time of renewal AND that late fees will be applied for licenses that are not renewed on time. It is expected that this refund process will take several months, please be patient in receiving your refund. 

7. There is a new 30-day grace period for all licenses to renew without penalty. This will apply for any reason, including completion of CEU requirements. A $60 late penalty will apply for renewals that are past the 30 day grace period. Licenses that have lapsed more than 60 days will be required to re-take the appropriate exam.
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Trade Definitions

The definitions for HVAC, Hydronic, and Refrigeration have been modified as a result of the 2011 Legislative session. These changes are reflected below

"HVAC" means heating, ventilation, air conditioning, ducted systems, or any type of refrigeration used for food processing or preservation. "HVAC" includes all natural, propane, liquid propane, or other gas lines associated with any component of an HVAC system.

"Hydronic" means a heating or cooling system that transfers heating or cooling by circulating fluid through a closed system, including boilers, pressure vessels, refrigerated equipment in connection with chilled water systems, all steam piping, hot or chilled water piping together with all control devices and accessories, installed as part of, or in connection with, any heating or cooling system or appliance using a liquid, water, or steam as the heating or cooling media. "Hydronic" includes all low-pressure and high-pressure systems and all natural, propane, liquid propane, or other gas lines associated with any component of a hydronic system.

"Plumbing" means all potable water building supply and distribution pipes, all plumbing fixtures and traps, all drainage and vent pipes, and all building drains and building sewers, storm sewers, and storm drains, including their respective joints and connections, devices, receptors, and appurtenances within the property lines of the premises, and including the connection to sanitary sewer, storm sewer, and domestic water mains. "Plumbing" includes potable water piping, potable water treating or using equipment, medical gas piping systems, fuel gas piping, water heaters and vents, including all natural, propane, liquid propane, or other gas lines associated with any component of a plumbing system.

"Refrigeration" means any system of refrigeration regardless of the level of power, if such refrigeration is intended to be used for the purpose of food processing and product preservation and is also intended to be used for comfort systems. “Refrigeration” includes all natural, propane, liquid propane, or other gas lines associated with any component of refrigeration. 

"Medical gas piping" means a permanent fixed piping system in a health care facility which is used to convey oxygen, nitrous oxide, nitrogen, carbon dioxide, helium, medical air, and mixtures of these gases from its source to the point of use and includes the fixed piping associated with a medical, surgical, or gas scavenging vacuum system, as well as a bedside suction system.

"Medical gas system installer" means any person who installs or repairs medical gas piping, components, and vacuum systems, including brazers, who has been issued a valid certification from the national inspection testing certification (NITC) corporation, or an equivalent authority approved by the board.

 AGA Unveils Responsible Natural Gas Resource Development Principles   

  

Washington, DC – The American Gas Association (AGA)  released a set of principles that outline the benefits of developing abundant and clean natural gas as an energy source in America, and the importance of sustainable and responsible development of this foundation fuel. Additionally, AGA launched a new section of its website, which houses resources for the public regarding how the natural gas resource is being developed, with a particular emphasis on the use of hydraulic fracturing of natural gas from shale formations.

“Recent technological advancements associated with horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracturing have made it increasingly cost effective to produce shale gas in new resource areas—a boon to our economy and consumers across the nation—and it’s our responsibility as an industry to help ensure these new resources are developed in a safe and environmentally sound fashion,” said Dave McCurdy, president and CEO of AGA.

AGA’s principles address a foundation for the sustainable and responsible development of all natural gas resources in our country and underscore the commitment of the local natural gas utilities to the communities they serve, stating: “AGA and its member companies firmly believe that our domestic natural gas resource base can be developed responsibly, thereby providing America with an abundant supply of domestic natural gas and remaining good stewards of our environment.”

McCurdy continued: “AGA’s members are closely tied to the communities that they serve, and we want what our customers want—the safe and environmentally sound extraction, transport and delivery of affordable natural gas. Developing this abundant and clean energy resource in America can and should be realized in a responsible 

New Outlook Says Natural Gas Could Help Industrial Sector Recover
Stronger industrial demand and coal-to-gas switching are trends to watch 

(Washington, D.C.) – A newly released “Summer Outlook” by the Natural Gas Supply Association indicates that consumers of natural gas will benefit from stable and steady natural gas prices, which should also help the nation’s recovering industrial sector. 

“This is the third year in a row that we’ve seen a stable market for natural gas. We anticipate that the trend has legs not only because of the shale plays now being developed, but because of all our supply sources,” said R. Skip Horvath, president and CEO of NGSA, a Washington, DC-based trade group. 

“We expect industrial demand to be our most significant growth sector this summer. Although not yet at pre-recession strength, primary metals demand for natural gas is climbing and seems poised for continued growth. At the same time, overall industrial demand for natural gas is positioned to match or surpass pre-recession levels,” Horvath said. 

The NGSA 2011 Summer Outlook analysis examined publically available data on individual demand and supply factors, and projected the combined potential effect on natural gas prices for the coming summer. It also identified emerging trends to watch. 

Assessing the five key published factors – economy, weather, customer demand, storage and production – NGSA said a forecasted milder summer, as compared to last summer, is the only factor expected to place downward pressure on prices, while each of the other key factors contributing to the forecast are expected to provide level pressure on prices. 

NGSA said one sector to watch is electric power generation, where it predicts that power generators will continue to switch to natural gas rather than coal due to low natural gas prices. This would make 2011 the third consecutive summer of the coal-to-gas switching phenomenon, and the largest amount of switching yet. Switching from coal to natural gas averaged about 1.8 billion cubic feet (Bcf) per day during the summer of 2010 and is projected to average 2.6 Bcf per day this summer, a 44 percent increase summer-over-summer.
The Iowa Energy Forum
The Iowa Energy Forum is a growing community of concerned citizens committed to two goals – achieving energy security for our country and holding our elected officials accountable for shaping energy policies.

Our great state of Iowa leads the United States in the creation of renewable sources of energy.  We produce one-fourth of the nation's supply of ethanol and are a major supplier of wind energy with large wind farms in the northwest and north-central parts of the state.  We recognize, however, that more can be done to increase domestic production of all energy sources and we will still require traditional fossil fuel sources, such as oil and natural gas, for decades to come - even with conservation and the increased development of renewables.

In Iowa, we are major users of our locally-generated energy, including ethanol, wind, solar and hydro-electricity.  However, we depend on oil and natural gas to transport our goods to market; to heat our homes; and to produce hundreds of items that we depend on daily, such as fertilizer, animal feed, medicine, computers, phones and much more.

Please join us to help educate our leaders and to ensure that they pursue sound, fact-based legislation and solutions that protect our nation's economy and our energy security for generations to come.

	You've Got Shale: 
The "Where" and "What" of Shale Gas Formations
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Geologically, gas shales are fine grained, organic-rich, sedimentary rock formations that trap natural gas. Gas shale rock has characteristically small pores that are relatively impermeable to natural gas flow unless they are naturally or artificially fractured to create channels connecting the pores. Shale rock is considered so impermeable that geologists sometimes say it makes marble feel “spongy” in comparison. 

Shale gas is present across much of North America in basins of both extreme and moderate size. Currently most shale development in the United States is concentrated in the Marcellus (Appalachia), Barnett (Texas), Haynesville (Louisiana), Fayetteville (Arkansas), and Woodford (Oklahoma) shale plays. As of 2010, there are at least 22 major shale plays in the U.S., spread diversely over more than 20 states. 

Geologists have known of the presence of natural gas in shale rock for years, but until recently, could not cost-effectively extract it. Two factors came together in recent years to make shale gas production economically viable: (1) advances in horizontal drilling; and (2) advances in hydraulic fracturing. Together, these factors have transformed shale formations from marginal sources of natural gas to substantial contributors to the natural gas supply portfolio, ushering in a robust resurgence in domestic natural gas production. 

With the onset of shale gas development, production has been diversified across the country and supply is closer to various demand centers. For example, the Marcellus Shale basin covers portions of New York, Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Ohio. As a result, supply is less susceptible to weather disruptions in the Gulf of Mexico. The geographic diversity of U.S. shale gas resources and advances in technology helps ensure a stable and deliverable natural gas supply. 
[image: image5.png]





	


Bottom of Form

