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INCREASE IN NATURAL GAS PRICE FOR HEATING SEASON 2008-2009

There has been much publicity on the increase of the natural gas prices for the coming heating season.  The following information came from the “Executive Bulletin” from AGA.  It would appear to be a real marketing opportunity to promote and sell high efficiency heating equipment and other Natural Gas Appliances.   Hopefully the natural gas utilities in the state of Iowa will take advantage of the opportunity to promote the use of high efficiency gas heating equipment.  And, also advise their and your customers of the increase in the cost of heating fuel. 
“AGA Winter Heating Season Action Plan. AGA’s communications and marketing department will hold a winter heating season strategy session on August 12 in Chicago (location TBD). Attendees will discuss the best ways to proactively respond to potential record-high natural gas prices this winter. Through media outreach and an industry-wide public awareness campaign, AGA will help its members explain why prices are high, what can be done about them, and how utilities can help customers to use natural gas more efficiently and wisely. AGA will serve as a communications clearinghouse for member companies who wish to share winter heating bill communications.” 

UPDATE ON THE 2009 NATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE (NFPA 54 

2009 National Fuel Gas CODE (NFPA 54 2009 edition): Information

The 2006 National Fuel Gas Code is currently under undergoing its regular revision cycle which will result in the publication of the 2009 edition. As of March 2008, the Committee has approved revisions as noted in the draft below. Additional revisions are possible as the revision cycle is completed by July 2008.  

· Draft 2009 National Fuel Gas Code:  This draft reflects approved revisions from the proposal and the first public comment stage of the revision cycle.  Additional revisions are likely as the process progresses. 

· Summary of Major Revisions: The summary list reflects approved revisions from the proposal stage of the revision cycle.  Additional revisions are likely as the process progresses. . 

This information can be found at the following Web site or by going to the Iowa Natural Gas Association web site and use the AGA link. 

http://www.aga.org/Kc/resourcesbydiscipline/OperationsEngineering/codesandstds/nationalfuelgascode/2009CodeInformation/
Supplies of Natural Gas are Strong in U.S., 
Industry Spokeswoman Says 

(Washington, DC) Current U.S. supplies of natural gas are strong and expected to remain that way for the foreseeable future, a leader in the natural gas industry said Thursday. 
“The storage of natural gas is on track to meet this year’s expected winter demand and the overall short term supply picture should help place downward pressure on the market price,” said Jenny Fordham, director of energy markets and government affairs for the Natural Gas Supply Association. 
In 2006, 3.45 trillion cubic feet of natural gas was in storage for use in the winter. This year an estimated 3.6 trillion cubic feet is expected to be in storage by the start of the withdrawal season, an important point if weather forecasts prove accurate. 
“A report by Energy Ventures Analysis (EVA) indicates that the U.S. should expect a cooler than normal summer, which should keep demand for natural gas in check until September and October, when cooler than normal temperatures are expected to cause a slight increase in demand for natural gas at the end of the summer season,” Fordham said. 
“Our industry firmly believes that if we had more access to supplies of natural gas in areas currently off limits, price pressure would be reduced,” Fordham said. “A change in federal laws opening up access to natural gas development would send a positive shockwave to the financial markets.” 

Current U.S. government policies restrict access to approximately 250 trillion cubic feet of recoverable natural gas, or enough natural gas to heat more than 100 million homes for 30 years. 

