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TEMPERATURES, NATURAL GAS PRICES FALL AT SAME TIME.
The following information was in a Des Moines Register article written by Kan Piller

A strange thing is happening in natural gas prices.  The colder it gets, the lower the price of natural gas has gone. 

On the New York Mercantile Exchange on Thursday, last week, natural gas traded for $4.85 per thousand cubic feet,  the first time it dipped below $5 per thousand cubic feet in almost six years. 

It was scarcely six months ago that natural gas was trading in excess of $12 per thousand cubic feet and utilities were warning customers to lay in extra insulation this winter or face painful winter heating bills. 

Normally at this time of year, natural gas prices peak because of heavy demand from furnaces in the Snow Belt.  But this year, both domestic production is up, thanks to big new fields opened in shale formations in Texas, Louisiana and Pennsylvania, and underground storage is adequate.  The economic slowdown has closed or reduced operating times at some gas using factories. 
Homeowners had been looking at increases of up to 25 percent in their winter heating costs.  Now they probably will get by with about the same cost they had last year, depending on how long and severe the cold snap extends. 

Farmers, to, are looking at some relief because natural gas is the prime component of the nitrogen fertilizer that is needed for corn production.  Many farmers held off on post harvest fertilizing in the fall because of high prices hoping for a break this spring before planting.

NATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE AND HANDBOOK SET.

Get the latest fuel gas safety requirements plus the guidance to apply them right with the 2009 NFPA 54 and Handbook Set!
Move ahead with today's rules and improve protection against fire and explosion hazards with the NFPA 54: National Fuel Gas Code and Handbook Set. This hardworking team brings you the industry's most powerful tools--the 2009 edition of NFPA 54 plus its essential companion Handbook, packed with practical application assistance and training advice.

Invest in total knowledge and keep fuel gas piping, appliance, and venting projects in compliance and on schedule, with:
· The 2009 NFPA 54: National Fuel Gas Code, revised to help you install and operate gas systems for better public safety and consumer satisfaction. Updated for use with the current techniques and products available today, this edition includes a new requirement for enhanced bonding of CSST gas piping installed inside buildings, revised provisions for connectors to radiant tube heaters, a new rule for a dedicated master shutoff valve for laboratories, and more. (Available now. Softbound, 161 pp., 2009) 

· The 2009 National Fuel Gas Code Handbook, with the complete 2009 NFPA 54 text plus thorough explanations that shorten the learning curve on the new Code and help you understand even the toughest rules quickly and completely. From cover to cover, this results-oriented "roadmap" is filled with how-to advice on application, plus hundreds of photographs, illustrations, charts and tables. Seven in-depth supplements--including a first-time supplement detailing major code changes--add to your expertise. (Available February 27, 2009. Hardbound, Approx. 512 pp., 2009) 

Don't let questions or confusion compromise safety and job performance. Order your National Fuel Gas Code and Handbook Set today and be ready for total compliance. 

The manuals are available from both NFPA and The American Gas Association. 
NATURAL GAS “Blue Jobs” Provide Employment to nearly 6 Million Americans and Billions in Revenue to Taxpayers

For Immediate Release: January 14, 2009 

Contact: Jeff.Schrade@ngsa.org (202) 326-9300 NGSA.org or NaturalGas.org 
(Washington, DC) Political leaders should start focusing on creating more “blue jobs” even as they pursue the creation of green jobs, a natural gas industry spokesman said today. 

“Roughly 5.8 million Americans are employed in and supported by the natural gas and oil industries. We call those blue jobs, taking that image from the blue flame that comes from clean burning natural gas,” said R. Skip Horvath, president and CEO of the Natural Gas Supply Association. 

He noted that in the last quarter of 2008, even as the U.S. economy was contracting, natural gas and oil extraction firms added 16,000 new high-paying jobs compared to the same quarter in 2007. 

“We fully support the creation of more green jobs, but we’ll be wearing our ‘Blue Jobs’ buttons when we meet with political leaders in Washington this year. We want them to better understand how vital our industry is.” 

“Solar and wind are the green energy forms everyone knows, but it takes blue to make green work. Fly-wheels, chemical batteries, compressed air and elevated water are future technologies that may someday be able to help solar and wind store energy, but the technology that’s available now to backup those generation sources is natural gas,” Horvath said. 

He noted that for every person employed directly in the industry, another two people are employed by supporting companies. 

“We are talking about approximately six million people employed directly and indirectly by natural gas and oil firms. We could have even more people working in our industry with the right federal policies,” Horvath said. 

In addition to the employment impact, he cited a recent study which indicates opening new areas of supply could create over 100,000 new jobs and provide more than $1.7 trillion in revenue to federal, state and local governments over the next 20 years. 

“In 2007, over $6.6 billion went to the U.S. treasury from royalties, rents and bonuses paid by the natural gas and oil industries. In 2008, that number more than doubled to more than $17.1 billion,” Horvath said. “Last year state governments earned more than $2.2 billion from the natural gas and oil industry. In 2007, states received $1.6 billion.” 

As part of his jobs message, the NGSA leader noted that natural gas is a key component in American manufacturing. 

“One-third of America’s natural gas is used by American manufacturers to create everything from trash bags and pantyhose to antifreeze and detergent. Those manufacturing jobs are all natural gas related,” Horvath said. 

He made his remarks at a United States Energy Association meeting held Wednesday at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C. 

“Natural gas is essential to America’s economic future. If Congress works to make more natural gas available, the stronger our nation will be,” Horvath said.
IOWA NATURAL GAS ASSOCIATION 2009 QUESTIONNAIR AND INPUT FORM.

The following 2009 questionnaire and input form were sent out to all members to solicit their input and what they want the association to do for them.  We would very much appreciate if you would return the completed form to the Association office so we can make plans for the new year. 
IOWA NATURAL GAS ASSOCIATION (INGA)

2009 QUESTIONNAIR AND INPUT FORM

The purpose of this questionnaire is to assist the association with determining what services you would like to see provided or enhanced.  Your comments/suggestions will greatly assist us with moving forward in a productive manner.

INGA website:  www.iowanaturalgasassociation.org


Have you visited our website in the past two months?  ______Yes    _____No



Did you find what you were researching on our site?   ______Yes    _____No



Please provide suggestions for what you would like to see added to the INGA website.

Comments:


Marketing information

What marketing materials would best be helpful to your company?


Legislative activity


Member networking (social and/or education meetings) 


Product information


Training sessions (code information, installation & safety information) 


Other suggested services that you would like the association to provide to you 


I would like information on responsibilities for becoming a board member for the Iowa Natural Gas Association.  ______Yes    _____No

Name: 

Company:


Phone: 

City:


Please return to the INGA office by:  Friday, January 30, 2009
Fax:  515-278-0245

Email:  info@iowanaturalgasassociation.org
Mail to:  INGA, 9001 Hickman Rd, Ste 220

Des Moines IA  50322
