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FALL SAFETY - PREPARE FOR HEATING SEASON

Autumn is a busy and beautiful time of year, but it also can be deadly. That's why you need to take time to urge customers to take the time this fall to ensure that their homes are safe.

A particular danger in the home-heating season is carbon monoxide poisoning. Approximately 200 people in the U.S. die each year from carbon monoxide poisoning associated with fuel-burning heating equipment in the home, according to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission.

Symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning are similar to flu-like illnesses. They include dizziness, fatigue, headaches, nausea and irregular breathing. 

To guard against carbon monoxide poisoning, your customers should have their home-heating systems (including chimneys and flues) inspected each year for proper operation and potential leakage.


Properly working carbon monoxide detectors can provide an early warning before the deadly gas builds up to a dangerous level. Exposure to a low concentration over several hours can be as dangerous as exposure to high carbon monoxide levels for a few minutes. Newer model sensors will detect both conditions. 

Carbon monoxide isn't the only danger associated with autumn, which is also a peak period for fires and some types of injuries. To simplify home safety measures this season, be sure your customers are aware of the following fall safety tips:
SERVICE FURNACE: Before the heating season, a qualified heating technician should service your furnace to ensure that it will operate safely and efficiently.
CHECK THE CHIMNEY: Inspect your chimney to make sure it is unobstructed.  If you will be burning wood in a fireplace, have the chimney inspected to make sure it is in good condition and free of creosote buildup.

CLEAR THE AREA: Make sure the area around your furnace is clear for good air circulation. 
WATCH SPACE HEATERS: Be cautious with portable heaters or space heaters, making sure to follow manufacturer instructions for safe venting and use. 
NEVER HEAT WITH AN OVEN: On chilly autumn mornings, avoid the temptation to warm the kitchen with a gas range or an open oven door. The unvented products of combustion can quickly build to toxic levels.
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2009 NATIONAL FUEL GAS Code: Information

The 2006 National Fuel Gas Code has completed its regular revision cycle which will result in the publication of the 2009 edition. As of August 2008, the Committee has approved revisions as noted in the draft below.  Which can be found at the following web site:   http://www.aga.org/Kc/resourcesbydiscipline/OperationsEngineering/codesandstds/nationalfuelgascode/2009CodeInformation/?
· Draft 2009 National Fuel Gas Code:  This draft reflects approved revisions from the proposal and the first public comment stage of the revision cycle.  Additional revisions are likely as the process progresses. 

· Summary of Major Revisions: REVISED 8-13-08 - The summary provides a list or final approved revisions in the 2009 Edition. 

HEATING FUELS – PRICES HIGHER FOR 2008-2009 ACCORDING TO IOWA DNR
While prices have moderated since early summer, all major heating fuels Iowans use continue to be at higher price levels than last year. As we enter the heating season, this is something consumers should be aware of,” according to IDNR.

On September 15th, natural gas was trading at $8.02/MMBtu, up $0.20/MMBtu from last month and $1.67 higher than one year ago, a 26 percent increase. 
The U.S. Department of Energy, Energy Information Administration reports that working natural gas in storage as of September 5, 2008 was 2,905 billion cubic feet (Bcf), 82 Bcf above the 5-year average (2003-2007), and 146 Bcf below the level during the corresponding week last year.

A survey completed by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources on September 15, 2008, indicated that the average retail price of heating oil in Iowa was $3.64 per gallon, $0.14 lower than last month, and $0.93 higher than the price of heating oil at this time last year, a 34 percent increase. 
The same survey found that propane is selling in Iowa for an average of $2.14 per

gallon across the state, $0.01 higher than a month ago. The current price is $0.47 higher than the price in September of last year, a 28 percent increase.
To limit the financial impact of high energy prices, consumers should make improvements to their homes’ and vehicles’ energy efficiency. Tips for saving energy and money at home and on the road are available at www.EnergySavingTips.gov.

NATURAL GAS SUPPLY AND PRICE.
American natural gas price has been rising rapidly since the start of the year. Forward prices are also higher for the rest of the year, even though American gas production is rising. Why?
First, last winter was a roughly normal winter, but that was considerably cooler than the two previous winters.  So natural gas storage levels are lower going into this summer. Market participants need to buy more gas through the summer to make up the difference.
Second, demand is rising, especially for electric power. Given today’s generation fleet, natural gas will fuel most of the increase in electric power demand around the country. Last year, generators burned about 10 % more gas than in 2006. So far this year, it is up again – 11 % compared to last year.
Third, imports will probably fall. Canadian imports are down a little so far this year. LNG imports are likely to be down as well. In the first four months of the year, they were down by 62 %. In the spring and summer of last year, British gas prices were $3 to $4 per MMBtu. We imported record volumes with an American

price in the $6 to $8 range. This year, the British price is above $11, about at parity with the Henry Hub price. So we will probably import more than the first four months would suggest, but still less than last year – especially to Gulf Coast ports.

Finally, there appears to be global commodities boom in most raw materials.

All these factors tend to increase gas price for the summer. The increase in domestic production is substantial and works the other way. Overall, gas prices are rising – but for the same heat content, they remain at only about half of current oil prices.
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