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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR From the Board and Staff of INGA
Tis the season to be jolly. We need to take time to enjoy this joyous season with our family and friends.  To reflect on the past year and be thankful for the many blessings we all received.  We also need to remind ourselves of the real purpose and meaning of Christmas.  
Looking ahead to 2009

Granted, with all the depressing news about the economy and what we might be looking forward to in the future, we need to plan positively.  We are sure this is having an impact on your business with the reduction in the housing and commercial building.  Also, if you are in an area where there have been a lot of down sizing and lay offs from the industrial and commercial business, this all has affected your business. 

The Board of Directors of Iowa Natural Gas Association met in November and visited about what we can do to assist our members.  We are always looking for suggestions from members, as you know what we might be able to do to assist you in your business plan for the New Year.  Please let us know if you have any ideas. 
NATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE 2009 (NFPA-54)

The new edition of the NATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE 2009 is now available from American Gas Association (AGA) at this web site.  http://www.techstreet.com/cgi-bin/detail?product_id=1570225
In previous News Briefs we have shared with you the major changes.  They are also available on the AGA web site in a PDF format at http://www.aga.org/NR/rdonlyres/0BD8AAA8-FD32-402B-A821-C98E479A87B8/0/2009NFGCRevisionSummary.pdf
It seems very difficult to be up to date on the latest codes that are adopted by the state of Iowa without having a copy to refer to. 

If you feel like there is a need for a program to go over the 2009 changes for your organization, please contact the association office and we can get one set up. 

2009 Co-op Advertising Program 
We will again have the co-op advertising for 2009 for members.  To qualify for the program assistance the dealer must prepare the copy and place the advertising with the media.  This can include newspaper, radio, TV, magazine, shoppers, and/or yellow pages.  INGA will pay 25% of the ad cost for a maximum of $500 for the year from March 1 to December 5, 2009.  For a list of the guidelines, contact the association office by email info@iowanaturalgasassociation.com  or call 515-278-8700
Tax Incentives for Efficiency

Tax Incentives for Efficiency and Renewables Extended. A package that extended several tax incentives for energy efficiency, conservation and renewable energy was attached to the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act, the financial rescue bill. The bill was signed into law on October 3, 2008. An extensive description of the bill is available at the following web site
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=products.pr_tax_credits#s1
Tax Credits for Home improvements
Home improvement tax credits are available for home improvements “placed in service” from January 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009. Any qualified home improvements made in 2008 are not eligible for the tax credit.

Home improvement tax credits are available for insulation, replacement windows, non-solar water heaters, and certain high efficiency heating and cooling equipment. See chart. The maximum amount that a taxplayer may claim from all of these tax credits combined is $500 over the lifetime of the tax credit (2006, 2007 & 2009).

If you are building a new home, you do not qualify for the tax credits for “eligible building envelope components” (windows, doors, insulation, roofs) or “qualified energy property” (HVAC & non-solar water heaters). However, the tax credit for photovoltaics, solar water heaters, small wind systems and fuel cells is available for homeowners building new homes. More.

