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. 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS. 

ASSOCIATION COMMENTS. 

The Iowa Natural Gas Association wants to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  We believe we have had a better 2010 with the economic conditions turning around slowly.  Granted, it did not meet the levels we had in the passed, but things are improving.   We have still had many things to be thankful for through out the year. 

In the natural gas industry for 2011 the supply of natural gas appears to be plentiful and with the demand down, the price of natural gas appears to be stable.  The prediction for this heat season indicates the price of natural gas will remain pretty steady, unless we have a colder then expected winter.   

The Association has attempted to keep you informed of what is going on in the industry with the Brief Newsletters that are periodically sent out by E-mail.  Most of the information in these Newsletters come from the information that is provided in several of the web sites that are linked from our web site (http://www.iowanaturalgasassociation.org).  We hope this is valuable information that is a good reference of what is happening in the natural gas industry and supply market.   
The Iowa Natural Gas Association web site has been updated and all the links are active to the other natural gas or industry web sites.  We also updated the member’s information and if your web site is not listed or your E-mail is not correct, let us know so we can get them added or corrected.

We are always looking for new ideas and programs that we can assist you in your business.   Only you can let us know what you would like to see us do.   One of our challenges is to get information to the people of Iowa that Natural Gas is clean, safe, and the lowest cost heating fuel available. 

2011 DEALER CO-OP ADVERTISING PROGRAM

Iowa Natural Gas will again offer the co-op advertising program.  To qualify for the program assistance the dealer must prepare the copy and place the advertising with the media.  This can include (but not limited to) newspaper, radio, TV, magazine, shoppers, and/or yellow pages.  INGA will pay 25% of the ad cost for a maximum of $500 for the year from March1 to December1, 2011.  
A dealer request of funds must be received prior to the ad being published with a copy of the ad so we can verify that is does meet the guidelines of the program

The advertisement must promote the efficient and environmental attributes of natural gas and/or appliances.  Descriptive word identifying the benefits of using natural gas such as CLEAN, EFFICIENT, COST EFFECTIVE, SAFE, ENVRONMENTALLY CLEAN, COMFORTABE, ENERGY SAVING, are suggested to be use.   The INGA tag line “GAS – THE ALL AMERICAN FUEL” AND “MEMBER OF THE IOWA NATURAL GAS ASSOCIATION” must appear on the ad.  

For further details, please contact the association office.   Don’t miss out on this opportunity to promote your business and the use of NATURAL GAS. 

ABUNDANT SUPPLIES OF NATURAL GAS

Abundant supplies of natural gas are available at competitive prices to help meet the nation's growing energy needs. 

Natural gas provides nearly one-fourth of the energy consumed in the United States and is expected to increase in the future. About 85 percent of the natural gas consumed in the United States is produced within U.S. borders; much of the rest comes from Canada, which also has a huge natural gas supply base. Domestic natural gas production is expected to account for 80 percent or more of the total annual U.S. natural gas supply through the year 2030. 

Gas supplies are frequently described in two different ways: proved reserves, which are the estimated quantities of natural gas that current geologic and engineering data demonstrate to be recoverable under existing economic and operating conditions; and the total natural gas resource base, which is proved reserves plus undiscovered resources. The total U.S. natural gas resource base, including proved reserves, is more than 1,500 trillion cubic feet (Tcf), providing a 75-year supply of natural gas at current production levels, according to the Potential Gas Agency of the Colorado School of Mines. 
By unlocking decades worth of natural gas deposits deep underground across the United States, drillers have ensured that natural gas will be cheap and plentiful for the foreseeable future.  It’s a reversal from a few years ago that is transforming the energy industry.

This abundance of natural gas has been a boom to homeowners who use it for heat, local economies in gas-rich regions, manufacturers that use it to power factories and companies that rely on it as a raw material for plastic, carpet and other everyday products. However, it has upended the ambitious growth plans of companies that produce power from wind, nuclear energy and coal.  Those plans were based on the assumption that supplies of natural gas would be tight and prices high.  

Billions of dollars worth of plans to build wind farms and nuclear reactors have been delayed or scuttled.  And coal power, already struggling under tighter environmental regulations, is now under even more pressure.  Natural gas emits fewer dangerous chemicals and about half as much carbon dioxide as coal. 

The United States uses natural gas to produce 21% of its electricity.   Coal is the dominate fuel, accounting for 48% of the electricity mix.  By 2015 natural gas is predicted to reach 25% while coal is expected to fall to 44%. 

Natural gas, which had traded at about $2.00 per 1,000 cubic feet in the 1990’s, hit nearly $15.00 in 2005.  It is now about $3.50, driven lower by the reduced industrial power demand and rising production by drillers who are learning to make a profit from shale gas at ever lower prices. 

HEAT HOMES SAFELY THIS WINTER

Making wrong choices in heating homes this winter could prove disastrous, even deadly. Remind your customers they can achieve comfort and desired energy savings without increasing the risk of harm to themselves or others. 

To ensure everyone’s safety: 

• NEVER use a gas stove or oven for space heating. 

• NEVER leave open burning fireplaces unattended. 

• NEVER leave burning candles unattended. 

Supplemental home heating methods require strict adherence to safety precautions. Use extreme caution with the use of supplement heating in addition to your primary heat supply. Wood-burning fireplaces and devices, candles, and portable fire pits are all fire hazards. According to the National Fire Protection Association, electric and kerosene heaters cause the most home fires during winter when more fires occur. Burning candles and overloading electrical circuits also cause many winter fires. 

Always ensure adequate venting with the use of a fireplace or wood burning stove. Consider that most gas and kerosene heaters, stoves, and grills are not intended for indoor use because of the ventilation that they require, so indoor use is not recommended. 
In addition, always follow these simple safety tips:

· All heaters need space!  Keep things that can burn – like paper, bedding, furniture – at least three feet away from heating equipment. 

· Turn portable heaters off when you leave a room. 

· Only use heating equipment that carries the label of an independent testing laboratory. 

· Have a qualified professional install stationary heating equipment, water heaters and central heating equipment according to local codes and manufacturer’s instructions. 

· Make sure fuel burning equipment is vented to the outside to avoid carbon monoxide buildup.  Make sure the vent is kept clear and unobstructed of debris or snow. 

· Install and maintain carbon monoxide alarms inside your home. 

· Maintain heating equipment and chimneys by having them cleaned and inspected annually by a qualified professional. 

Keep in mind that half of all home heating fires occur in December, January, and February.  You should also remember that the majority of home heating fire deaths occur between 2:00 a.m. and 4:00 a.m.  Use this information to guide how you operate and maintain your heating equipment.  

